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Reader, 


H E following Diſcourſe gives thee 
,, dm = ge. A of the 
"Life and Deat of the cruel He=- 

rod, whoſe ſavage and blood=thirſty na= 
ture could not be tamed by the moſt en= 
rela ag uments of Relation and rig" 
ip ; be ompred þ: art vain 
a and — 0 I jealou= 
j ies, to commit thoſe herd cruelties, ſcarce 
ever parallel'd ( ſure never exceeded ). by 


= 8 any gr 
Ana although Heaven (which 1s ſome=- 
times ſlow in Executing ſentence a-- 


Az gain{t: 


CET. me —_ 
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gainft* evil-goors') 207: ſuf#r* bin" for 
5 while 0: paſs-anpuniſbed; Jer at length 
<nf rc. jellgment of 2up offendee God aid 
legibly appear in the ſtrange and miſerg= 


ble end of this trael Tyrant ; all which 
( that I may not longer detain thee ) thou 


welt, find pore;Fully diſcovered in; the fal- 
lowing Diſcourſe. = Res 
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| PREDCDRND T5 DDE 
A Saget, | pe: T9 
The Life of HEROD. - 


"ſome fifty years before the Birth of Chriſt, Hixca- 
us ( a good man, but bad King ) reign'd over Zu- 

Y. 4:2, by permiſſion of the Romans : theius'd as much 

_ remiſneſs in his charge, as he practis*d/-innacence in 
manners; his over-much cafinefs bringing him to a kind of 
ſtupidity. Being made ſenſible of his own weakneſs, he re- 
ſign'd the dignity and burden of Government to his. Brother 
Ariſtobulis, a conrageous but unſucceſs{ul man in all his 
 enterprizes. LTC, Set 41G 10210 Ti: 
Theſe changes, and the dependance this /Royalry had 
under the Roman power, gave  occalion to:many -to court 
this Government ; amongi{t whom Antipzter, the Father 
of Herod, an Idumean by Nation, a wealthy and moſt ſub- 
til man, and able to-bring to ,paſs' great mattefs; had of 
a long time a plot upon the Kingdom of Fudea;;: and'well- 
ſecing, that whilſt the courageous and prudent Aviftoby- 
lus bore ſway, his deſign would be but vain, he endea- 
vours to diſmount him, and ſeat Hzrcanus again upon the- 
Throne. Firſt, by his -cunning :inſmuations ro the people 
holding forth the caſte. and gentle:difpoſition-of Hircauts, 
whoſe yeilding up his right, was doubtleſs the unparallel'd 
emblem of pure modeſty ; Thar the :more nnworthy he 
eſteem'd himſelf.ro rule, rhe more-was his worth ; That 
the glory he ſo eafily ſought to declitte ini his own-parſon, 
would wait: upon -him-to his Tomb ;: and;.that the; ſweer- 
neſs and facility of his'nature, was far more;ſurableto' the 
 _ piety -and humour of the Jeter, oy the lofty:and rurbu-: 


lent 


| "2 
lent ſpirit of Ariffobu/us ; that they had forſaken a King 
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HrroOD. 


blame-worthy. in. nothing, but in ſurpluſage cf goodneſs ; 


:and had fubjugared theinſclves to the cruel auſterity of one, 


whaſe ill managery would quickly make them feel the ruine 
of all Paleſtigr. | | 
Theſe ſubril remonſtrances quickly found credulity enough 
in the ids of the people, at that time gurſt with a tu- 
rious defire of Tnnovation ; ſo that now having only Hzy- 
canus to ply, towards him he payeth all reſpect and teſti- 


-monies of amity, which being no hard matter, in a very 


ſhort time he becometh ſole Tutor and Matter of his flexi- 
ble'ſpirit. ''And now the aCtions of FHircarus ſought no 0- 
ther *iſſue but 'the guidance, of An7zpater ; and to farther 
his raking up'off Arms: againſt his Brother, for re poſſeſ- 
ſing himſelf, ywpon the: Throne he cauſeth nor daily to dif- 
cover to him; that this giving away his power to his Bro- 
ther, -was 'inconfiſtent with Ps honour and lite, 'rendring 
him lamentably deſpicable ; whilſt it rais'd his Brother to 
a ſuperabundance in pomp ; that a Kingdom was a Shirt 
never to be/pur off but-with life ; that 'the life he Jed was 
ood for a.religious perſon, but not for a King; and in 
fine, thar'the people moſt paſſionately deſired to. ſee him 
re-eſtabliſhed in the Throne of . his Anceſtors. 
With- this and ſuch like diſcourſes H:ircanus is moved 
ro--give Antipater commiſſion to make war or pcace as 
beft pleaſed him, which he inſtantly goeth about, with no 


ſmall ſucceſs. 


In'theſe commotions, the Romans ( then powerful oyer 


all) fnd rhemſelyes concern'd, ſo that he 4. having then 
y 


under his Conduct a terrible Army in $y-:a, becometh 
Umpire, and is applied unto by the two Brothers, who 
both well: perceived” the main of the buſineſs to hang upon 
the favour of the Romans. Ar' firſt Ariftobulus ſeemed to 
have: moſt favour, as the perſon from whom the ' Romns 


had'greateſt cauſe to hope the readieſt fervice for their pre- | 
'Fences, had 'not Antipater. raiſed moſt: injurious aſperſions 


to a diſtruſt of his ſpirit. 


and draw the Romans: 


FT 6 TA -.[ 
upon him, daily.to diſgrace: him, 


Ariſtobulus perceiving'now this ſubtile pernicious man 
to abuſe the name and weakneſs of : his Brother, and thar 
he deſign'd nothing leſs than to ſell them both-to the Ro- 
mans, reſolv'd with more animoſity than force to reſiſt this 
ſhock ; bur ſhrinking under the burden of his enterprize,; 
iS taken, put in fetters, and carried in Powpey s Triumph 
ro Rome ; Whilſt Jeruſilem is made.tributary, the place 
of High-Prieſt given ro H:rcanus, and all authority in the 


| hands of 'Amtipater, which he ſtill-managed to the leſſens 


ing: Hrrcanus dignity ; and' becoming aged; he- makes his 
eldeſt Son Phaſelus Governour of Tera alem, and giveth 
ro' Herod the Tetrarchy of Galilee, and ſhortly after died. 
Herod nothing inferiour to his Father in policy, proſe- 
cuting his plots and examples, infeparably- united himſelf 
to the Romans, gaining them with all manner of ſervices, 
and entertaining Fireanss, to ferve his turn as a ſhadow, 
with all manner of' complacent flattery ; whilſt the King- 
dom of Judea as: yet 'is ſo far from him, that his elder 
Brother Phaſelus held the beſt part, and Alexander ſecond 
Son to Ariſtobulus, and the —— Succeſſor to higFa-. 
thers unhappineſs, putting himſelf in the field with: all the: 
Troops he could amaſs. Ariftobulus and” his Son Antigo- 
245 cicaping captivity in Rome, prevail with rhe Parthians 
for - aſſiſtance, and ſo handle the matter, by force and po- 
licy;/ that they ſtir up H:ircanus and Phaſelus to:beon their: 
ſide,” hereby ; yer matter enough to work upon,: 
until Alexander was:overcome and killed by the-help of the 
Romans Hircanus unworthily and cruelly uſed 'by. his Ne- 
phew Antigonus, by whoſe command both his ears were cut 
offand ſo neceſfarily fell into that irregularity for which the 
Few:ſh Law diſcharges:any to officiate in the -High-Prieſt- 


hood. Phaſetus enraged at rhe turn'of fortune, . knocketh 


out his own brains againſt a rock, flying-the fury of- his 
Brother: Herod,” who' ceaſed: " rd purſue: miſerable: Antic. 
| 2 


gone, 
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mpriſoned, and by the 
command of M. Antony beheaded: ati Antioch... | 


' + Behold Herod now mounted to the top of the wheel, 


having none to grapple with for the. Kingdom of 7udea, 
bur. aged. Hixcanns,. Alexandra; his. only, Daughter, and. 
Arifiobulus) and HMuriamne , her Children, by  Atexander 
ſecond. Son to; the. former 4#1/fobulus; theſe. being: the laft 
remainder .of. the ancicnt and noble Aſmogean Race, obli- 


Fy Hered MAliill-ro ſeck after the moſt ſure ways of eſla- 


iſhing/ that. Government in his own perſon. He, quaningly 
inftanatech with Hercanus, by the Fea demonſtrati- 
ons of -amity.; and. prevailing with Alexandra, tho a wo- 
man far 'difficring-from her. Fathers temper, ,and'of a haugh- 
ty. ſpirit, is. married ro Mariamne the moſt beautiful Prin- 
ceſs in theearth, Neyer were beauty and. virtue ſo diſgrac'd 
in any. match, ſhe ro. whom the. Princes uf the world would: 
bave joyed, to pay homage; and all ,obſequious.ſervice at 
her feet, is- now: beheld the wife of crys] Herod, who had 
nothing humane in him but lineament and ſhape ; thus 
matching the Lamb with the; Wolf,..and the Dove with the 
Eaulcon, by..the pallionate cadeayours' of Herod, and the 
havghty delzgns.of A/exandra, to have her ſucceſſion, to 
govern ;:.much miſtaking the. diſpoſition of Herod, who. 
practiſivg quite contrary to the expectation of Alter andra 
and Marzamne his Wife, and. perceiving the young Ari7o- 
bulps4.a. moſtaccompliſhed Prince,to whom evcry, one deſti- 

;theMiter in. place of :Hzrcanus,. now, incapacitated! of 
the High. Prieſtbood, which he fear'd might ſome. day rurn 


him out of all the Governmens;, introduecth a/ſiranger Jew 


named. Anancl, and createth;him High:Pricſt; thus ſhaking 
off Arsficbu/ss from. an:honour rowhich Bleod; Nature, 
aat} the:condont of, the whale world hed called him.; Alex- 
aligraiis:fotced to. diſlemble ahe #age chigbred, anther, ritl 
Mariamne, in the. calmneſs, of her noble; ſpirit, ſhould uſe: 
fome opportun&; endeavcr with the King,co whom. got long 
aſtes,. finding him: i a pleaſant, humour, the, dedlared.. in 
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her natupal ſweetneſs, Thar he was the ſupport of her de- 
cayed- Family, thar for her ſelf ſhe only deſired to breath 
her laſt with honour, That it he would be pleaſed to beſtow 
the Myterto her Brother Ar:ffobul/us, it were to make a 
creature, from whom he had no cauſe at all to fear; his- 
Throne being throughly* eſtabliſhed; and having * the tender: 
youth of this Prinee as a-piece of ſoft wax in his hands;. 
That this a&t would make fim rule in the hearts.'of | the- 
Jews as well as in: Provinces, and that the honour which. 
ſhe had' by matching with him,ſeemed not complear to her; 
whilft-ſhe ſaw her moſt near Relations keprt' from-Degrees, 
whercin he might eſtabliſh rhem without prejudice'of 'his: 
Authority. ? EAT Ef 
Herod by the pleaſant charmings of Mariamne,' ſuffered: 
himſelf to be gained, and having deliberated the affair,” he: 
reſolved to give the High-Prieſthood:to- young. Ariffobulhs; 
not without diſcovering to - A/exandra the reſentment he! 
had of her behaviour, giving her to-know thar'he under: 
ſtood very well the mutinous and turbulent contrivances hers 
ſpirit laboured in,endeavouring to embroil-and-confount all: 
affairs, ſeeking to take a Sceprer from: him, whom! 'Heavem': 
had:affiſted:in purchaſing it with ſo much travel and pain,to- ' 
pur it in the-hands of an Infant, to the! prejudice of 'the- 
Queen her Daughter; all which injuries' he now willingly: 
forgave and:forgot, and+ was now to-confirm her Son inthe 
Prieſthood/as he hadiever. deſigned, and * that: Ananels in 
ſtallment was only during the time that Ar-/fobulis itivuld: 
come 'to maturity. Albxandra' at ' this* was wonderfully 
overjoyed, deolaring,that thePrieſthood'was all ſhe aimed 'ar;. 
for her- Son-being only-deſirous rotkeep 'the Myter in'thes 
Royal Family: asforth& Kingdom ſhe never' had ay pres: 
tenfionunts it; being very well ſarisfied2to dye, leavidgzher © 
Son. Highyprieſft, nd her Daughtcr» Queen j thar HYhehad: 
exceedediniwords; ſhexwas excufable as' a-paſſionate Moys-" 
ther to her Son; thar-as Mother-inLaw to the 'King: fome: 
niore, tham ordinary freedom:mightbe eG | 
| Q 
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: ne Life 0 RROD. 
the/ Kings diſcretion having accompliſhed all her expeRati- 
ons, there was nothing ſhould hinder her from living in the 
moſt dutiful manner imaginable. 

The Fcaſt of Tabernacies being come, Ananel. is depo. 
ſed, and AriNtobulus beginneth to exerciſe his office, to the 
moſt wonderful ſatisfaction of all the JewiſhNartion.He was 
of a gallant ſtature, tall and ſireight, and at that time ſe- 
ventcen years of age. When the people beheld him clothed 
with the Pontifical Garments, which he repleniſhed to admi- 
ration with Majeſty,and going towards theAlrar to perform. 
thoſe Ceremonial Ritcs as are prcper at that Feaſt; their 
hearts were xaiſcd up above imaginarion,their hopes bloom- 
cd afreſh to ſee this branch of the Mucavenn race. Her cx- 
pteſſions were haughty on his bchalt , and inlarged fo far 
in his applauſe, buth in words and behaviour, that Herod . 
now begun 10 blame his credulity, and ſuffering himſelf to 
be poſſeſt with a furious jealouſie, he cauſerh the High- 
Prieſt, hisMother and the Queen to be ſo narrowly watched, 
that they moved not, nor converſed any where but he was 
advertiſed of it, ' The modeſt Mariamne amongit thoſe ſuſ- 
picions lived in grace , ſwectning theſe accrbities with a 
moſt wonderful diſcretion. Bur Alexandra, who never 
could endure reſtraint, - and who above all things delighted 
ia Royal Liberty, chooſing rather to expoſe her ſelf ro the 
cruelty of Herods ſword, than ly inchain'd to his will, well 
knowing the famous Cleopatra now reſiding in her domini- 
ons in Egypt, bore a moſt malitious prejudice roward 
Herod, for that he endeavoured to alienate the heart 0 
Mark Antony from her; ſhe writes a Letter to Cleopatra, re- 
lating therein, that the many comfortleſs calamities, tho 
the Daughter and Mother of a King, Herods cruelty had 
ng av upon her, occaſioned her ro. beg the. proteQion 
and ſecurity - of the life of her and her Son, ſince God had . 
bleſt her with accompliſhments and greatneſs ſufficient to 
be a SanQuary for the Innocent, and an Altar for the O 
inually: among ſpics,..in the. 
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Fhe'Life of "HEROD. ys 
blackapprehenſionsof Death; thar her ſufferings were num- 
berleſs ; that her ſhelter was only what could be comforting 
to them, till the ſtorm were blown over,which ſhe earneſt- 
ly intreated of — Cleopatra ſhould declare 
her infinite magnificence, and oblige them to a perpetual 
gratitude, Cleoptrg having received thele Letters, made 
a ready anſwer,inviting her and her Son to haſten ro Zg ypr, 
and proteſting ſhe ſhould eſteem it an inſpeakable glory to 
ſerve as a Sanctuary and refuge for ſuch an afflicted Prin- 
cels. | 

Reſolutions of departure are taken, without imparting 
the purpoſe roMarz;amne:ſhe cauſeth two Coffins ro be made 
(ſuch as are uſed to carry dead perſons to their place of 
Burial, a bad preſage) to pur her ſelf and Son into, hereby 
to elude the watchfulneſs of the Guards, and ſo:to be car- 
ried to the Sea-lide, where a Ship attended her, by this 
means to ſave her life under the ſhadow of death. Bur by 
ill hap this deſign is diſcovered to one $:z4470m, who failerh 
not to reveal all to Herod, ſo that by his order the poor 
Lady and her Son are ſurpriſed in the Coffins and taken our 
of x $ Sepulcher of rhe dead to return to the living,amongſt 
whom ſhe could not expe&.to remain long. Herod not- 
withſtanding, whether he feared Cleopatra, or would nor 
wholly affright Alexandry, contain'd himſelf in his ordi- 
nary courſe of diſlimulation, withour ſpeaking one upbraid- 
ing word , fo that ſhe begun ro believe that he had burt- 
cd all in oblivion. When one day at Dinner Herod being 
deſirous to gqafterwards ro ſome exerciſe, \Ariffobulus 
accompanieth him, and thereafter by ſome of Herods emif- 
farics, being perſwaded to go a Bathing, whilſt he poor 
Lamb, skipped up and down, not knowing the unhappineſs 
attended him, they ſmother the molt comly Aviftobths in 
the waters, as if his own unskilfulneſs had occaſioned his 
death. ' Behold now the glory of the Royal houſe of 4ſ- 
220dan, ſmothered under waters in an age, in a beaury,in an 
innocency which made this accident as lamentable as uncu- 
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God, with affeQtionate hear cxpreſling, that ſince the | 


life of her hopes, and the ſtay of her family was now raken 
away by a ſecret Judgment of his providence, ever ro be 
adored, but not ſearched after, the begged grace from FEca- 
ven that from the many acerbiries that waited for her, the 
might comfortably ſearch our ſuch ſweetnefles, as uſually 
Gods true Children do, and receive them as the aſſurances 
of future happineſs; and here being ſtopr with tears, ſhe 
remained the moſt ſorrowfull Creature in the World. In 
this ſad comfort Herod faileth not to a his part, neyer any 
appeared more ſorrowful than he ; he deteſteth play, ac- 
cuſeth fortune, and complaineth that Heaven had rob'd him 
of: that. ſubje&t on whom he reſolved to demonſtrate rhe 
love and reſpe& he bore to the roval blood; #nd moſt cere- 
moniouſly goeth to viſit the comfortleſs Mother and Siſter 
of the ſmothered ArifFobo/us, who ſate weeping over the 
dead body, where the tears guthed from his eyes with ſuch 


* appearance of ſincerity and ſorrow, that one would have be- 


lieved him alrogether innocent ; and after he had born a 
fair ſhare of weeping (which his diſſembling nature could 
calily effet) with the comfortleſs Ladies, he endeavoured 
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ro aſſwage. their exceilive ſorrow, and remove the jealoulte 
rhey might have of him, telling them, that he'came nor'fo 
ſuddcnly ro wipe away their tears, having .enough to do 
ro command his own, which had but tov much caulc ro be 
ſh2d; bur that time could only now plaiſter up their ſor-. 
| row; that he would perform for the memory of the de:d 
; whatcver could be expected from the moſt affeftionate ta- 
ther, that hereafter he would be a true ſon to Alexandra,” 
a truc Husband and brother uw Mariumne, fince God wes 
| pleaſed to redouble thoſe obligations in him by The loſs they 
| had ſuffered, and ſo retiring as having behaved himſelt ſree 
| trom all ſaſpition of offence, he cauſed the funerals of the dead 
to be ceicbrared with ſuch pomp and magnificence, that no-. 
thing cold be addcd thereto;rhe fimplc and ignoranr, ſuppo- 
ſed titis 10 be froma real and ſincere affe&t;on,bur the wileſt 
| taid,they were the rears of the Crocodile, of whom! was Alex- 
| «rd,4, ſo that joyning the paſſion of her ſorrow ro her pur- 
poſe of revenge, ſhe immediately after the obſequies giveth 
notice t0</rop4.ra. of all that had paſſed in ſo mournful a let- 
rer, thar every word ſeemed to be {lceped in tears of blood : 
Cleop:uira ſuddenly taketh fire, and cfieeth the affair with: 
chac ardour ſhe would her own, in plying Mar# Antony, 
who regarding Herod as his Creature, would not willingly 
underſtand thoſe complaints, but the unceſſant imporcu- 
.nitics Clropatra uſed ,* perpetually- filled M. Antonzes cares, 
crying how unſupportable. it was to ſee a ſtranger hold a 
Scepter to which + could pretend no right, to maſſacre the 
Heir with ſuch barbarous cruelry. and, torment with ſervi- 
Aude againlit all equiry and reaſon, all the Royal race, pre- 
{_yailed with him\, that at length he-ſwore he would ſend for 
Herod and examine the buſineſs, and accordingly Herod is 
ſummoned ro appear at Laodicea before Mark Antony to 
purge himſelf ot the Murder of Ar:ſtobolus, of which he 
was the. ſuppoſed Author : This diſtra@ted and tore .his 
ſpirits.on all ſides, on the one hand aſſaulred by the image 
| of. Death, and the voice of blood, on the. other he: ſaw 
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Mr. Antony , on whom depended his fortune, whollyguided 
by the counſel of Clropatra his mortal Enemy ; bur the Pe- 
vil that moſt perplexed him was a furious jealouſy, jma- 
gining that M. Antony, a wanton and laſcivious Princetbeing 
poſſeit with the mott ſingular beauty of Mar;ammne, whom 
he much regarded to enjoy,would make him ſerve as the fa- 
crifice of his fatal love, which moved him to endeayour de- 
lay,and draw out the buſineſs ro a grezter length : Burt no 
excufes prevailing, having ſet his Mother, and Salome his 
Siſter ro watch over the deportments of thoſe he thought 
had wrought him the miſchief, he taketh his leave of Ale x- 
andra and Mariamne his wife, without any ſhow of amaze- 
ment or diſcontent, as if he had been going a ſhort journey 
of pleaſure”, and after all raking Foſeph his brother aſide, ro 
whom. he ſpoke, declaring that his innocence was now pow- 
erfully aſſaulted oy the ſecret malice of ſome perſons of his 
Court, over which he hoped ro rriumph by his integrity, 
as he had already by deeds of Armecs over hoſtility, or 0- 
otherways his being charged to Z204:cea behoved to be a 
meer plot , 0 ſhorten his days for the beauty of his Wite, 
that M. Autony , might have more liberty for his unbridled 
paſſion, conjuring him by the love he owed to a brother, if 
perhaps he ſhould be uſed otherways, then his quality and 
innocence deſerved, inſtantly to kill Marzamne, that his 
death might nor be waired upon with the injury of his bed, - 
by anothers injoying her, that if the ſouls of the dead have 
any feeling of the affairs of the World, that mighr ſolace 
him, and ſo wiſhing him thereafter ro poſſeſs himſelf of the 
Kingdom, which oſeph though very much amazed,under- 
raketh, | , . 
© Herod now ſetteth forward in his journey, carrying with 
im the richeſt of his treaſure ro make preſents, -and ſhew- 
ing in all things as much confidence in his countenance as 
he hatched diſpair in his heart;in a ſhort rime he arriveth ar 
aodicea, where he found many ſtrange informarions, and 
and horrid Articles given'in againſt him, holding our, that 


The"Life of AxxOD. » 
- - nothing:ſo much-perplexed- him then to ſee Ar:fiobulus the 
rrae heir' of the 'Kingdom: alive ; that the: power he had 
was but a regency until his maturity; that he had converted 
his regency to a Tyranny in his own: perſon, keeping off the 
Royal blood from dignities to advance perſons of no worth, 
witneſs Arnaxel,; that the change he afterwards ,made was 
our of no'rrue affetion bur to: prevent-popular Commotions 
which he iforſaw would ariſe upon rejefting! the. Royal 
blood /; that ' the applauſe and alacrity Ar:/tobulus's 
rmm—_ 'to 'the Prieſthood did cauſe in Jeruſalem, 
had. bred:.in:/ him a reſtleſs fury, 'and defire_.of exterpa- 
ring ' that: race| ſo:as to force them to ſeck ſhelter in 0- 
ther\natfons,, . and that ar length this young” Prince. was 
drowned'in the Water, not alone by himſelt, bur maniteſt- 
ly ſmothered by the inſolent youth of the Houſhold, -and 
:boſom: of Herod by his . order : The picture, of -this. poor 
Prince, whoſe beauty was of ſingular admiration, - was-pre- 
:ſented to M. Antony to cry for juitice, and Cleopatra not:cea- 
ſing to lay all irans in the fire,removed the battery -againſt 
Herod molt forcibly, bur in fine,his accaſarions being read, 
he who wanted: no eloquence, with a modeit- yer ſprightly 
countenance replyed, | 

Thar he never had any purpoſe to flatter Hircanus, Alex- 
andra or any of that race for the Sccpter of Judea ; that 
he held that Kingdom of the 1lluſtrious M. Antony, in whom 
his greatneſs did ariſe, and in whom his hope.centered, thar 
at M. Antonies command he was not only willing ro leave 
the Sceprer, bur his. life; that now he. fqund his reputation 
(more dear to him then his lite) perſecured by women, and 
wondered that the Cgleſtial ſoul of Cleopatra could enter- 
- tain ſo much ſplecn againſt a King who never tailed in any 
kind of -reſpe& ; for Alexandra he did-not. admire, ; ſince 
'her behaviour was ſo m—_ to her-fierce and haughty 
\ ſpirit wherewith: ſhe had ever oppofed his patience, thar'he 
being: the peaceable \poſleſior of that Kingdom by the fa- 
- your of the Romans , there was fo: appearance that hes 
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© "rence of Juſtification ; #nd on all occaſions he-managed his 


fe of HEROD. 
be needed, or would cauſe or commir ſo horrib!e a crime ; 
thar the death of Ariftobnulus could nor ſettle his affairs, 
which were already ſo firmly eſtabliſhed' by the authority 
of the Romans ; and thar' notwithſtanding he had ever cn- 


deavoured to preſerve and prefer the Royal blood ro Dig- 
nities ; Hircanus he tenderly preſerved after he hadiprocu- 


"red his liberty from the Parihinn Bondage; That he had 


thared the Crown with Mar/amne; that he had given the 
Prielthood to A/:ſtobutrs of his free good will, and not by 
conſtraint; and that it was not ſooner given him, was be- 
cauſe the minority of his Age ran noteguat with his affecti- 
ons, yet in cffe&t he was made High-Prieſt at cightcen 
years of Age, a favour very extraordinary, that” Alexan- 
dra had all. freedom imaginable in his Courr, exccprt the 
liberty of raining her ſelt, if the defired ro make a voyage 
into Zgyprt, what needed her to hide / her ſelf in a Coll 


-ftnce one word had been ſuffteient bor}; for. obtaining my, 
- conſent, and a train agreeable to her quality ; what reaſcn 
' or neceſlity had ſhe to counterfeit a falſe peril in.a real ſafe- 


ty, and diſtruit-him who made her live in all repoſed afſu- 


.rantes? Thar when he diſcovered this praCtice, he made ir 


his work rather to appear the ſpectacle of Patience,then uſe 


"the leaſt word of bitterneſs ; that Ar:ſtobulus was now 
::dead, whom he paſſionately lamented, for he loved him ; 
- that he dyed not in his houſe,” bur by an unpreventable 
accident, fporting in that faithleſs element the water, thar 
- he dyed amongſt the youth of the Court with whom ke 
daily difported himſelf; thar it was hard to make him ac: 
..countable for the youthful levities of {Alexandra s Son, as 


if he were his governor, or of the gygconſlancy of watry elc- 
ments,-as if he-were Lord over them. E133 


> The pernicious hypocrite ſpoke to this purpoſe with ſo 
© much grace and probability, that he gained many. hearts, 


ſo'that now he waits in M Antonies Court, in thar dignity 
which well became the King of Fudea, expeting his fen- 


AW 


_ p-#tra's diligence is looked upon as: the paſlion of .a-woman 


"ſhe wbuld'ſay; but wirhour. feeming;concery'd, parting from 


ſeph had betrayed him, thar without tryal /or hearing one 
word for his juſtification , -he:cauſerh. him ig thay inſtapr tp 
' be murdered:i Ic. was a wonder Mati2mne: was; not alike 
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affairs with ſo-much wiſdom and liberaliry, that, now. 4/7, 


i adviſed.. 


who played the = thorow- 'irequent - viſits began - to 
-burn in love, paſſionately affecting th 


extreamly jealous; gave credit, and taking Marzazme aſide, 
challengerh her whenee this correſpondence. with, Joſeph 
grew , whieh the chaſt Queen ſo modeſtly vindicated - her 
felf of, that the cruel wrerch perceiving yery well how far 
her thoughts were alienared {rom fuch wickedneſs, being 
aſhamed of his credulity, he thanked her for her fidclity, 

asking her pardon, with a thonſand proteſtatiqns of perpe- 
tuzl affeftion; the good Lady eaſily diſcovering the: hypo- | 
criſte, anſwered, that certainly his-affedtion. behoved to be 
molt ſincere , ſince he defired ſo much her. company in; rhe 
other world. Herod well underſtood by half a word what - 


Murianine; he enteredin ſuch-a delperate fury, becauſe Jy- | 


ſerved, 
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ſerved/ butthe frrefrapdblo:proofs.of her:innocence,and, the 
Impatichr ardours pf hiszlove withheld  rthe.ftroak,;, Alexun- 
:dra he ſhut up, keeping her apart from the Qucen ;;, well 
judging ir\was\in-her ſhop.atl/ rhe Councels tor his, ruine 
were Pan wods: C3 SKA 

-FDft48A The true and lawful King, who. firſt raiſed, Hn- 
Fpifer, andiaftetwards ſavediHerods lite : , ſeating þim/on 
the throne t6 theiprejudice of his own Relations,had all this 


| "- qyhile lived in/quier, being-eighty: years of age, worn. with 


decrepidnefs, (1s molt barbarouſly. murdered :;þy. the ,com- 
'mindmentvof Herod. "11 Lia ab Ao 4 ig nn nou} ,o1»5 
AWho'hivitig thenews brobghr himof "ths death gf,M. 
Attony; iv the Adtruack'i barieli againkt, Angus; Coſur, 
thereby loſing him who/lenr his-ſhoulders to underprop him 
on'all occaſions, thought it moit dangerous to -Jeave / any 
remainder of 'the blood-Royal alive behind him, whilit ir 
'behoved:hinito ſearch our Ceſur,whoi was then ſuppoſed to 
-'The. death of 'M./Antony ſtruck him into; the yery hearr, 
and it was 'no wonder, ſeeing: his ſupport loſt, his affairs 
which he ſuppoſed to be'fo: well eſtabliſhed, were. in. one 
night diſſolved; and-that:he had him: for, an enemy , who 


% 
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was now ftepping into the:Empire'of. the, World, Amidlt 


"heſe fears he” refolves to'profirate himſelf at the feet of the 


Emperour, and after he had ſhur up Alexandra and Mari- 


-amne in a ſtrong Fort, under the- cuſtody. of Foſeph the 


Treaſurer, and Sohemus:the Iturean, leaving the charge of 


the Kingdom to'Pheroyas, he' gorth directly, to Rhoges, 
leaving the Queen andiher Mother, not ſo -much grieving 


at their own reſtraint, ' as the barbarous death of aged Hz;r- 


cans ; the'guards at-firſt ſeemed ſevere in their countenan- 
'ces towards the'ewo Princeſſes ,; :but: as no'Iron bur. it ſoft- 
'nerh'in/ the fire; ſo irthe end-Sohemus:viſired them fo of- 
ren, that he felt: the fiery arrows fly from, the. eyes of Ma- 
#2mne' ſo tharp'ithat they moved his heart with..compal- 
fton, judging it a hard matter to:hold a Quyeeniin, Captivity, 
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who was able/ro inthrall all: hearts; with þer many! ſupere-! 
minent excellencies 3 he began.to ſhew:her a-pleaſing conn?! 
renance, and after paſling ſeveral:diſcourſes, the Queen de- 
claring w him that as he might 'expeCct ſhe could nor- al- 
ways be unable, ſo ſhe would never be ungrateful,; and. in- 
treated him totell her to what -end King Herod held: them 
there, and in whar condition the affairs. of the. times. were: 
in ; Sohemus to this made yon reſiſtance, mindihg a- 
freſh rhe vengeance of Herod on his Uncles : | But in the-end 
the earneſt ſolicitations of the Queen, and the ſuppoſition 
that either Herod thould not return King, or that Marzam:- 
- ves protection might work his reconciliation, touched. with: 
compaſlion, revealed. to her that'rhe ſame Commiſſion was 
left with him by Herod at his going to Rhodes, which for- 
merly. he gave his Uncle at his going to. Laodicea:; and 
that if the exceeding . watchfulneſs -of- #heroras and: his 
guards did nor hinder, he would endeavour to iet them ar 
liberry. 16 220971 2: 1139 
Horod is now ſafely arrived-in Rhodes, the fea; wind, 
men, and all his affairs going ſucceſsfully , he knew he 
could not.conceal the ſcrvices: he: had done) tor Mark: :An- 
tony; and therefore refolves to:cover themwith the rmhantle 
of vertue;, and ſeeing Auguſins Was a Prince born to good: 
neſs, was juſt and generous, and endeavoured! to ' make 
- faithful ſervants in tne change dt- affairs ; he deceives him 
under: the ſhadow-ot.vertue, , with the colour:of- conſtavey;,. 
and pretext of . fidelity, and in a-moſt ſubmiſs, yer confident 
manner, he! applicth- himfelt to -the Emperor; expreſimg, 
that his Perſon and: Crown were both athis feet ; | ſince the 
gods. had put the Empire of the univerſe 'in his hands, ir 
was good, reafon:al{. ſhould depend on: :his-;greatneſs:: he 
declared: zhat:he-lhad becn:a-great friend: of M: Awtony, who 
was: miſerably ſeduced: by-Geopatray to intake! yoirom 
him; and-caduncel fromiher,: which: deſtroyed :his:itortnne, 
ro. raiſe-up-rhat of Gefars ; that had: he Bcliewed him. his- 

ruinehad nor ſo. foon ;befajlen him;! that: 41 Z 
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FF Bimtorhebrinkof: the grave, and now! was able ro rendex- 
| kim-:noughe bur: rears,” thar now: ro Caſa all ſervices. were 
due, which with moſt ſincere heartineſs he readily tendered, 
caſcd ro accept, *cn condition he 
to hear or fpeak cvil of his old 
Maſter; -whom though he could no jonger ſerve, yer ſor 
ever would love ;. Augufius was wondertully-taken . with 
this liberty which Hercd had uſed in his addreſs, thinking « 
"He was made of thar metal whercof good ſcrvants are com- 
poſed, he cenfirmeth vmo. him the Crewn,. with no other 
aſreratioh bar that he ſhould live peaceably in his territories, 
and be as faithful ro him as he had becn ro M. Anioay; ai- 
rer this not ceaſing ro-put himſelt iorward in the favour cf 
Auguſtzs, he went with him-in his voyage ro £zypt, where 
he performed 'many good offices for rhe Emperor, - ane ha- 
ving thus proſperouliy-cfeded all: his buſlincls, the return- 
alem- to the great/amazement-of 


begging he' might be 
ſhould nor- be inforce 
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eth triumphantly'ro 7er 
both his friends and foes. 
Sorſoon as he arrived in this Capital City, being 
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of all his affairs; he haſineth to ſalute rhe Queen whem 
already he had cauſed ro be ſer at liberty, and was the £.rit 
gave her the news of his happy ſucceſs ; he'was iſo:puffed 
up with his proſperity, and the love of fo amiab/e an ob: 
je, that he could nor detain himſclt - frem 1he : exceſs cf 

vaunting, which Mar:amne” keeping freſh in her'memory . 
her reſtraint ſhe had been mm; .and the command for mur- 
theting her, he had left both ro Joſeph and Sobemus, the res 
ceived all his endearments and flatteries with ſach -indiffe- 
rency of behaviour, that: Herod well perceived ſhe did: nor 
at all congratulate his' fortune, nor entertain him with thar 
Jovcly behaviour as:became an affectionate wife, which he 
fling melancholy-humor, endeavou- 
to make it vaniſh'/by renewing his flatteries; and emer- 
taining her with all manner of amorous Courtſhip'nort uſual 
ro his Nature; Mariamne on the other hand imployed her 


ounding to be a. 


||! -ſelf no arherwiſe then in ſending - forth moſt: grievous tighs 
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and groans ;--in great diſcontent he retired, ſhaking his head 
in a moſt paſſionate anger, and now began to ſwell in his 
breaſt a violent ſuſpition that Sohemus had uſed the like 
intemperance of rongue which Joſeph had, which ſo con- 
founded him being rorn as it were in pieces on all hands 
by love, jealouſie, anger, and ſuſpition ; he became diſar- 
med of all humane reaſon ; ſometime reſolving to brandiſh 
his ſword in the blood of Mariamne, bur love proving of 
more force withheld the ſtroak ; and whilſt again he is cur- 
ſing love for making him merciful, contrary to his diſpoſi- 
tion, Cypre an Arab:an, the Mother of Herod, and Salome 
his Sitter ſceing him ſo paſſionate, ceaſed not to blow up 
the fire they had been ſolong in kindling ; and as he ſtam- 
ped up and down tranſported with oe pn anger, the. de- 
ceitful Siſter. Salome thinking it high time to ſtrike the 
ſtroak amongſt the many caJumnies ſhe. had laid upon the 
Queen, which were all as wicked as - ridiculous ; having 
ſuborned on Be/zal the Kings Cup-bearer ,, ſhe informeth 
that Mar:amne had addreſled her ſelf to him, ro corrupt 
him with many promiſes, that he might give Herod a po- 
tion of diſpatch, which he never had yer given car-unto ; 
that if his Majeſty pleaſed to examine the matter, ſhe was 
confident Be/zal would give the true account thereof, that 
it was the Queens intention, and that ſhe only required the 
ſervice of his hands; this wicked: fellow is forthwith 
brought into the Chamber, where, in cold blood, he ſolemn- 
ly makes oath hereof, which ſo inflamed rhe. heart. of the 
Tyrant with rage, that cauſing him-:to. lay. hold on the 
Eunuch the Queen moſt truſted in, him he cauſed ro be pur 
to the torture, after grievous torments inflited, they force 
him to ſay,that he had ſeen, Sohexpus ralkingin, ſecxer , with 
Marianne, the Eunuch is ſet. at liberty. pe. Sobemys pur 
on the rack, bur-no torment; ſoever being able to. make him 
confeſs any thing, he is here maſlacred-in-the._ place.;-, The 
Tyrant perſiſting in his fury, and drinking in deep draughts 
ot | gall and bitterneſs of his deadly challar, withour giying 
—— ES | __ truce 
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truce to kis tpirit, he calls robin thoſe with whom he con- 
fulted his bloody deſigns, and lending for the Queen, he 
there in a long harrangue declareth to them, that he had 
cheriſhed the whole Family of Hircanus, in his boſome th 
the time-of'its decay and confuſion ; rhat inftead' of grati- 
tude he had mer with nothing bur malice and poyſon ; that 
the Queen his wife imitating 'her Mother, was always rea- 
dy'to diſquiet his repoſe, that having returned from a voy- 
age full of danger, with ſucceſs of his affairs, notwithſtan- 
ding of his moſt ſerious indearments; yet could not draw 
from her a pleafant look, or good: word ; + that he would 
not inlarge, recounting rhe many ingrateful injuries ſhe had 
perpetrated upon him ; hedefires them ro give ear to Be- 
$.Nhis faithful ſervant, whom ſhe had endeavoured to ſub- 
born to giye him a Potion on (purpoſe to poiſon him to 
death, therebya make him a ſport for the malice , and 
mark for the treacheries of a woman, whom neither love 
nor bounty could 'reclaim ; deſiring them to reſolve what 
to do, he being unwilling to diret himſelf herein by his 
own advice. | 
This noſe-led Counicel well perceiving that his 'purpoſe 
wholly: bent upon 'the ruine of the Queen, wirhour' giving 
her the allowance of anfivcring to vindicate her ſelf, they 
all agree the ſuffer death; which ſentence the glorious 
Amazon weary of Herod's perverſe humour, with a plea- 
fant but undaunted connrenance, denoring innocence,with- 
our the leaſt impariefrt frown, of recrimitating' word, mian- 
fully heard, being what ſhe Jong expedted ; Herod however 
after refleing on the hotridneſs of the deed, and conſcious 
of the Queens innocence, Ye the ſhonld be kepr 
in. a Prifon-in the Palace; With'delay of Execution:”” Bile'thie 
cruel-hearted JSzlorre, who Tad raiſed the Storm,” not. wil 
ling ray ſhould 'Þe tore 'by halls, and Cyprez her Mother 
unceſſantly ply the King, ſhewing him that the ſame hazard 
attended his Life- and Crown, tho Mriamne was in te- 
faint ; that ſuch Birgs Were fot to be kepr in Cages, that 
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the delay of erm z might halen Fgaf of Fipfeat, 
eltate,, whereupon, Hergd giveth orc Ag Has Ray i her - 
which the ſyffered without, , change of . colour, ha 
Aſpet ſo ſweer, that ir might have drawn. tears p42 ho 
whole World ; at this time Alexandra dyed in the pri- 
ſon. 
Mariamne of her chaſt wedlack -left two Sons ro Herod, 
vis. Alexander.and Ariffobulus, at. that time young and 
uncapablc of their own miſeries ; Herod to take them from 
the 1 of this cruel Tragedy, and likewiſe to raiſe them 
in the degrees of good education, ſends them, ro Rome to 
be bred in the Court of ArguJFus Ceſar, held. .at that time 
the Academy, of Kings, and Prime, School in the World; 
and. having. ſome. time after a deſire to ſalute. the Emperour 
and ſee. his Childrey, che made a Voyage to :aly, where he 
found them ſo.exccllently trained and wonderfally accom- 
piſhed, that, with the good leave of Ceſar, he.caxried them 
ack to Jige ; theſe, young Princes. reryrning ro. Zeruſal; me 
with Herod; raviſhed all the people. with ration, they 
were of a gallant preſence,quick-fpirited, couragious in the 
exerciſe of -Arms, and as lovely as the Father was odious, 
that they ſeemed. to gain all hearts: ro. approve their ritles 
to the Crown. Bur now Pheroras Bro] er of Herad. and 
$1/ome, who had dipped' their fingers .in the blagg of rhe 
innocent Queen, entered into boeakable apprehenſions 
and affrightments, fearing thar blood. might ſway one day 
over their heads, begins violently, to. calumniare. them, to 
the King, which he. in, the hear of the; ation he hy 8 them, 
gave no ogr unto, hut.rather now, ſecing chem, draw, near 
their maturity, ſought, rg: match'them. accdrding. ro their 
quality ; ; plotting tor Alexander, G13 ord the Daughter of 
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draw ſome haughty or revengeful words from the young 
Princeſs ; that whatſoever they ſaid cither thorough vanity 
or ready diſpoſition to anger, or the liberty of ſecreſie, was 
inſtantly related ro Herod, and they cauſed by truſty inſtru- 
ments many rumors to paſs into the cars of the King, the 
ſubtile $2/ome alſo holding ſtill a power oyer her married 
Daughter, who was a ſimple creature ; prevailed with her 
to tell all that her Husband and Brother-in-Law had ſpo- 
ken in the privacy of their mutual Converſation, all which 
their words, as on their part innocently ſpoken, ſo by her 
were as treacherouſly interpreted ; Herod by their continu- 
- al perſwaſions, after a long time filling his cars with mali- 
cious reports ; begins to give footing to a grand fuſpirion, 
and becometh cold in his Fatherly affeion ; which the cru- 
el and malicious perceiving , haſtned to ſtrike the iron 
whilſt it was hot; wiſhing the King ſeriouſly to take heed 
of his Sons, who ſpeak bigg and high words, reſolving all 
that had Cacwed their hands in the blood of their Mo- 
ther, ſhould not go unpuniſhed, were it Herod himſelf ; he 
gave credit to this falſe information with amazement ar 
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their Liberty ; but what moſt incenſed his rage was a Let-. 


ter from one Antzpater his Son,by Doris an Arcadian,whom 
he had ſent to breed at Rome ; importing thar there he had 
diſcovered ſome ſtrange plot againſt him ,- that he ſhould 
take heed of his Brothers Alexander and Ar:iffobulus, who 
had pradticed ill endeavours in every place, that they aim- 
ed nothing leſs then ro ſhorren his days, and depoſe him 
of his Empire. To this Herod gave intire "credit, exceed- 
megly perplexing to ſee that — pacified all /things 
--34 fach unquenchable fire ſhould kindle in this houſe ; 
he reſolved to commir his Sons in ſecurity, but durſt_ nor 


attempt any thing uponthem without *Ceſars conſent ; af- 


ter he had vexed his heart with a' thouſand anxieties, he re- 
ſolved in higzown perſort t6 go ro:Rome; carrying his'Sons 
with him, that he might accuſe them before Coley which 
he performed without ſhowing the leaſt appearance of diſ- 
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guſt rowards his Children in all that long way between Pa- 
leftine and Ttaly, and at length arriving in Rome, Czſar, 
it fell out was in Apuleia, whether he makes haſt, carry- 
ing with'him Alexander. and Ariſtobulus; the Emperour 
after Herods favourable reception entertaineth the two Prin- 
ces ( as a Father) with all demonſtrations of love, which 
the ſubrile Father remarked, and whilſt the Sons doubted 
nothing bur their coming thither was their Fathers favour 
to laugh and ſport away their time with their antient ac- 
quaintances, Herod eſpying his opportunity, demands a 
time of AuguiFms for an Audience, which he affirmed was 
upon an affair of great conſequence which was granted him, 
and at the.time appointed bringing with him the two Inno- 
cents, in the face of a brave alforbl y, breathing out a great 
ſigh, he makes a moſt invective accuſation againſt his two 
Sons, — that he was a happy King thorough the fa- 
vour of the Emperour, but unhappy thorough the diſqui- 
ets of his houſe ; that natures gift of Children had ren- 
dered him miſerable by a ſeditious progeny ; that it were 
abſurd to vex Czſars ears with ſuch complaints , did' nor 
neceflity inforce,, and juſtice invite him to inform, that his 
two Sons, his unnatural Sons, after they had received from 
him all the favours could be expetcd from a King,and moſt 
indulgent Father," to brecd them ar the feer of Auguſtus, of 
whom he held his Crown, yet betraying that glorious cdu- 
cation had at Czſars hands , and forgetting the nature 
and blood they had from him, they had attempted a crime 
fearful to be named, that they began to think he had lived 
roo long in their eyes, that withour ' waiting till natural 
dcath ſhall cloſe up his eyes, they were endeavouring to 
paſs through the. Portal of Parricide, and had prepared 
ambufhes' for þis life; that he . would  rerain no :right. of 
judging in his own -perfon, bur demanded the. Empcrours 
Juſtice, which. he begged might be given. him, for his more 
ſafe repoſe in his own houſe in old age, and to be freed of 
the two Parricides, as the ungrateful tramplers of all Di- 
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vine and Hymang Laws. This ſpeech was uttered with. ſo 
much vehemency, to. the aſtonithment of the whotfe aflem- 
bly,. that the tw9 young Princes tally repleniſhed with' in- 
nocence, began ro. cry at the hearing ſzch tempeſtuous 
words ; they endceayoured. ro ſpeak, but the more they 
ſtrove, the more were they. inter: uj ted , and their fobs 
choaked their words ; Arguſtus Ceſar wiio was a judicious 
Gentite Prince, ſaw their aſpeR . imported rather miſhap 
then guilr, caſting a gracious eye upon them, told rhem, 
that they might rake courage, and be confident, and with- 
out being overtroubled to anſwer at leifure ; Herod was ſo 
moved in countenance, and ſo ſerious did he expreſs him- 
ſelf, that the whole hearers b:gan to compallionate the ' 
young men, ſo moving was the Eloguence of the cruel Fa- 
ther : But Alexander obſcrving the tavourabie eyes of the 
multitude, expreſling his ſighs, in a moſt comely manner 
defendeth ; directing this ſpeech ro Flerod, faying, That be- 
ing conducted by his Warrant and Command betore Czſar 
in the Temple of Clemence, it gave them occaſion to. ſay 
that his words were ſharp bur his proceedings ſweet : that 
if calumny could have altered his nature to take reſoluti- 
on on their lives over the belly of their innocence, he might 
have execute his wrath in Paleſt:ze : bur God had brought 
it to paſs.otherways, that it was a ſtrange thing to pre- 
tend the moſt hard of crimes againſt perſons of their repu- - 
tation and quality, with the alledging them parricides and 
all proots pretermitted; if that be ſufficient no more in- 
noeency could abide in the world, but what calumny could 
. not fix upon ; that if their tears ſhed for their Mother, 
roceeding from the ſincere reſentment of nature' were 
Found criminal in the Court of their Father, where could 
they look for protetion but from him; and begging that 
he would ſuppreſs his ſuſpition already conceived, and that' 
if he pleaſed ro retain it, they would” rather ſuffer "death, 
not being ſo affectionatly fond'of life as'to will. its preſer- 
vation to the diſpleafure of him that gave it, this his Ora- 
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Pernicious Aw/iparey perceiving, being moſt Fracious with | 


t Lifeof Henon. Y& 
tion expreſſed with tcars, amazed the whole audience, and. 
as they ſtood in moſt humble demeanour waiting the iſſue, 
every one was inflaned with a defire to juſtifie- rhem.Czſar 
ſaw in the countenance of Herod the motion of compaſſion, 
as if he could have been content to have omitted the accu- 
ſation ; for his cruelry was condemned by all, and' telling 
the rwo Princes that they had done ill ro diſpleaſe rheir 
Father, that the crime was only a groundleſs pretenſion, 
ordaining Herod to raze it out of his remembrance, they 
murually imbrace one another in the greateſt appearance ot 
joy expreſſible, wherein Antipater who had occaſioned all 


this miſchief acted his part : and now behold him return- 


ing with them in the exceſs of all hypocritical congratulati- 
ons to Feruſ.:lem: where ſcarcely one year was ſpent when 
calumny ſers new ſnares to entrap the innocent Princes,and 
all indeavours are uſed by Pheroras the Brother of Herod 
and $:/ome his Siſter, ro ſtir up a more laſting diviſion, by 
bewirching the Prince Alexander with a ſpirit of jealouſte ; 
inſinuating ro him that Herod his Father made roo mtch of 
beauritul Graphini the Daughrer of Archelius, and cun- 
ningly laboured in this, that his ſpirit began to kindle with: 
fury again't his Father, ſtill prying in Herods ations, who 
it is true, familiarly converſed with this Prince every day, 
being a perſon indued with many incomparable excellencies; 
although he could obſerve nothing in their converſations, 
ſaving the loving entertainmentrs of - a reſpeCtive' Father-in- 
Law of his Sons Wite, ſo well-deſerving: yet the fire in- 
creaſed and ſo tormented the young Prince, that he could 
not withhold: himſelf from diſcovering to Herod with fighs 
atid tears of rage .the jealoufie and ſuſpition he had con- 
ecived, telling Pheroras to be its original, who Fathered 
all. upon $:2/ome. . Herod found!/himſeft much troubled with 
this accident, and thinking it a thing below him ro. juſtifie 
himſelf to his own. Son, he rather gave way in his heart to 
entertaina more inraged. hatred againſt his-Son';; which-che- 
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| his Father' Herod, make uſe of this opportunity, beginning . 


his batrle.more turiouſly than ever, and perceiving a great 
familiarity between Alexander and the three chief Eu- 
nuchs belonging to Herod, informeth the King with all 
manner of ſerious perſwaſions, that the Conſfpiracies' of 
Alexander and Ar:ftobulug, (o long in contriving, was now 
agreed upon ; that the three moit intimate Eunuches of 
his Chamber, had an hand in it,which he doubted not they 
would confeſs if they were put on rack ; Herod who was 
a man that could have diſpenſed with any thing moſt cun- 
ningly, except attempts and practices againlt his ſtate, is 
eaſily prevailed with : bchold now the Eunuchs are pre- 
ſently pur to the corture, whoſe bodies being corrupred 
with eaſe and delicacy ; feeling the torment ere brought to 
ſpeak what they knew and what they knew nor, though 
nothing in the poſitive what Antipater pretended ; = 
ceaſed not to bring in daily new accuſations, which occaſi- 
oned much torture and racking. At this deviliſh and bloody 
Court thouſand ſorttiſh and idle things were depoſed that 
were to no effect ; but the extream torture made ſome two 
or three declare, that Alexander had diſgraced his Father 
at Rome, as inclining more with the Parihians than the 


Romans, That the two Brethren conſpired to kill Herod 


by poiſon, then to go to Rowe todemand the Kingdom,and 
willingly ſaid yea to every queſtion. Hereupon Alexan- 
der is apprehended and put in ſafe cuſtody, who much of- 
fended at his own reſtraint, and the many tortures were 
daily committed, bitterly ſcoffing, ſent rhe King one day 
word, that thoſe torments and 1laughters were needleſs, 
ſince he moſt freely confeſſed that whereas his Brother, S$a- 
lame his Siſter, and Ptolomey and Sapernias his Counſel- 
lors, and himſelf, had conſpired to kill all the world , that 
Herod alone might Reign. dh 

_ Ariſtobulus uſed all means poſſible to procure his Bro- 
thers freedom, but ſo ſtrange were the falſe apprehenſions 


and jcaloyſies of the King, - and ſo afſiduous were the mali- 
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*cious informers, that. Agthing | could proval with Herod , 


until ſach time as. Archelaus King of.Capadocia his Father- 
in-law advertiſed of this difaſtor came to the Court of He- 
+04. "This wiſe King underſtanding Herod to be a man 
who extreamly.deſired ro juſtifie his. moſt horrid and unna- 
tural actions, ,.took great care not to offend him nor 
blame his credulity : but ſeemed compaſſionate ro find 
him in ſuch trouble, that his Children . had done ill to dif- 

uiet him in that manner,that he could wiſh theſe miſunder- 
7 61a were removed ; and that. he. would rebuke his 
Danger if ſhe. were blameable. Herod was exceedingly 
comforted to hear him ſpeak in this manner, which was 
eaſily perceived by Archelaus, andthat he had fallen in 
the right road of influencing Herod ; by little and little ar 
length he diſſolved the Calumny, and G/aphyra alliſting 
with prayers and tears obtained that the poor priſoners 
were releaſed. | : 

Three years were not fully paſt, when behold the malici- 
ous Antipater living in the ſervitude of reſtleſs envy, ſets 
new Engines up againſt the innocent Prince, well perceiving 
the life of Herod to be in the perpetual obicurity of num- 
berleſs diſtruſts, and all readineſs to at new cruelties upon 
groundleſs ſuſpition and falſe jealouſies ; here diſcovereth 
that two. Souldiers of Herods guard, lately disbanded for 


* ſome ſlight offence, were contemptuouſly entertained in the 
houſe o 


| Alexander, who not only to them, but to all. 0- 
ther diſcontented perſons ever became a Father: and. a ſup- 
ply : thereby to'make up a ſtrong Poltis tg promote and 
acilitate his conſpiracies ; that the putting theſe two Soul: 
diers to the torture, might be a means to ſecure the Kings 
life, and diſcover the, moſt ſecret deſigns of Alexander and 
Ariſtobulus in the Government ;. for no doubr. he had en- 
tertained them upon no other Frome but to put his. contri; 
S prevailed with Herod,who 

without delay giveth order to accuſe the two. Souldiers as 
conſpirators.and put them. to torture for Conkeſſion, | . " 
| 4 
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- The vehemency of'ithe rorment drove them to 'this. falfe 
deelaration, thar ar the folicitaticn of Alexander and  Ar:- 
ffobulus, they had a plot upon the perfon of Herod to kill 
him as he was in hunting ; alſo the Governour of Al/cxan- 
arina (which was one ot the moſt ſtrong Eortrefſes of that 
Kingdom) is accuſed as being willing ro deliver it. in the 
hands of thoſe young Princes : which though he ſtoutly 
denyed, yet Herod moſt readily believeth, and wirhout any 
further proof cauſeth to apprehend his two Sons, with a 
final purpoſe of hearr to pur them both ro death,and within 
a very ſhort ſpace fendeth new Embafſadors ro Pome to 
purge himſelf of ſome ſlanders he was charged with , and 
accuſing the two Princes in a moſt calumnious manner ly- 
able, intreateth of Czſay full liberty ro diipoſe of his Chil- 
dren according as ſuſtice ſhould require, which the Empe- 
rour rafhly afſinred unto, Herod excecdingly rejoy ced to 
have ſuch diſpatches, cauſerh to diſgrace and detame the 
rwo young Princes with ſtrong calumniations all Rome 
over, ſo that ho man durſt undertake their jult defence, and 
ro pur the berter face on his cruefties, and ro colour his 
” ion with Juftice', he a!embleth his, counſe], ro frame a 

rmal Indictment againſt his two Sons, atmitring all thoſe 
whom he ſaw miſchicyouſly inclined roact in his. bad pur- 
poſe. And fequeſtraring ſuch as he feared might make any 
oppoſition; withour ſuffering his Children to anſwer to their 
own juſtification, he entreth' rhe Affembly himfelf full of 
Eholer and bitrerneſs ; ſomcrimes accuſing, other white la- 
menrting'wirhin himſelf, 'at tength in a rage he told' the 
Aftembly; he had not ſummoned them thither to judge, bur 
eo. approve of his opinion,. to the end: Poſterity might the 
more abhor Parricide, inſiſting as it the malefaRtors*were 
already condemned'by' the $5 neg of Avguſtus, which in. 
efE& way-nbthing bur-a raſh conſenr to a'try a8 before the 
matter was put'ro the yote. ' One, Sartu'nus a Romay,. a 
man of pre authority and*judgment, diſlwadetÞ his. cru- | 
elty,. willi'all' his reafon, "koldir.g'our, that ke hinifelf was 
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*a Fathet; thar he kl Tee walFthe v price of Chi@rech,thar 


Herod won'd tejpe chr him of His precipitation; and when his 
deſires could not ke obtain'd, [h this'murder-woutd. gnaw 
him to the heart. "THis diſcotitfe' was ſeconded by ſcme 
wo; or thtee, bur to no purpoſe ; it was oppofed by one 
Plank a rude 4nd withed man, who drew to his Fa&tion 
all choſe who ptaCticed co ſetve Heyods paſlion,” and ſo ur- 
ged rhis cite} 7 ence thar'ir-was at length wmjuſtly con- 
cluded againit the rwo mnnccent Sons of an inhumane and 
unnatural Parent. No ſoonet was this decree publiſhed, bat 
ir created 4 |: hnerat grief amonſt'all;” as' unpolhible' ro ex- 
preſs, as by many it was to undergo, Who breathed ont rherr 


=lait in fear and contuſion.” It is retharkable' tHat- one T7j- 


phon an od Souldier of Hereds, very 'paſſictiare | for 'the 
rwo-Pririfes, went directly to' the Paface , demanding tv 
ſpeak to the King himfelt,whick'was granted to hins; where 
apart molt botdix. he admbriithed the ing” of - the erttelr 
and in'uttice of the Decree ; telling him, 5 ſich proceed: 
ings logked micre like ro the attions of ſuch as” had loft 
their wirs, than of a prudent. Prince ; that it was an'itre- 
coverable' loſs tothe people” ro* fee” rhe” true” Heirs of ' the 
Crown'par'to death, b adyatice 4 Viper who de day would 
ſling him to the death. Jercd ſeemed" ar fitſt' to give tat 
to iis admonition, bat having made inquity after who jt 
was had taken exceprion ar, this judgment, tgrage d thereat 
he” caſt T/7photy in prifon, and! laying ASI li og 
reſt. he RE .tlikm 'all ro defth, OE 

His 'SonShe Iend$'to Sebaſtes, you Adin the'mm Meritef 

his Bout co (irangle chem in pri Ton. which'' Was" a a: 
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bave..committed this cruelty, tell him the. ſacrifice of his 
Jury is not. quite finiſhed ;. behold here one part of the vi- 
.Rim is ſtill alive, in . whoſe :heart Alexanders memory ſhall 
Nill dwell, who had . no other for his executioner but him 
, whom nature had ordained for a Father, wo's me, that I 
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was calF'd to recciye the laſt groans of thy penſiye ſoul, to 
emboſom thy final words,and incaſe them in my heart ! and 
turning aſide to two little Children which the had with 
Alexander, poor Orphans , ſaid ſhe , what a Father have 
they nefariouſly a away from you ? alas! you are 
too ſoon taught the.trade of miſery... Thus diſcpnſolately 
2ffliting her ſpirit, being no. longer able to bear the ex- 
rremity of her grief, ſhe'breathed her laſt, leaving her two 
Sons to the proteCtion. of the gods, whom Herod tgok care 
to keep, rather on defign to eſtabliſh himſelf rhan any 0- 
ther : and-fearing their name might ſerve. for pretext to 
ſome revolt. But Herod ; who, now. propoſed peace. and 
quiet to himſelf in his Government, being;atraid of nothing 
G much as that his Crown.. might have been taken. from 
him, who for. keeping it on his head had committed ſo ma- 
ny. murders, and. practiced ſo much cruelty, is ever; dilap- 
pointed, meering conſfantly with fuch inward checks, from 
the guilt of his-wicked actions, thar he 1s continually rox- 
mented* with rortering confuſions and fears :; among {t which 
that. of: Jeſus. Chriſt's. coming into. the world had greateſt 
Pace ;. there having come at, this time, three. Kings from 
lome far Counerey, miraculouſly guided, ro. Jeruſalery by 
g Star, and. making it their great-errand_of ; diſcovering lim 
who was. born. King, of the, Jews, revealing the 0d, lr 


guide, had Iead them thither-, the arrival. of thoſe, great 
ansin_Fernſefcme} 389 the. ſirpbge fee; Fhry Gal 


. Hecaſioned great, amazenicnt and wonder. aver. all #2: 

fine, bye wn Herod great loa ind torcors þegjnping noi 

ro look upon.the ingdom ol. 7udea as altogetl &r_rent, out 
of his hands, by. ſome divine. right and, ircefftable 
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pl { :, amid{t theſe confulions he. recolleaeth himſelf, 
FY reſol ving to make all ſearch to. find out: the. revelation of 
this mytterious accident, ſo that bark conſulted with, the 
| chief Prieſts and Scribes, the Learne amongſt the Jewiſh 
Nation, they diſcoyer to him _. an;antient Prophecy, careful- 
ly kept, & "Aichfull waited on for its ea Ps iſhment by all 
that people, foretelling that in Berhlehem of Fudea ſhould. 
be born one who ſhould govern and rule on all Iſrael; this 
antient Propheſic ſcemed now to be fulfilled, in thar theſe 
Frear, men were fo wonderfully guided co,  Jrraſales where 
hoped tg, find. that romi! ed King, nd it 10 pfoun- 
&Y Flerod with.fears, t that now: he reſol yes 1 | 
BREW cruelty, ; and having had privat Oh erence ls 
| the. Wiſe men, endeavauring to learn. Shi ar "had. betallen. 
them, and. the errand rhey ſo carcfully went about, com- 
| | plying) with, their deſign in all his outward behaviour , he 
favourably diſmiſſerh chem, having, given them' commiſi 100: 
ro make iligent ſearch for the: Child, and, ro | return to'him. 
with the-accompt thereof, that he alſo might perform holy 
ſervice ang. worſhip to this adorable King,of long time fore-- 
told , 0, noW at. cngrh, moſt wonderfully come into the. 
work 
» Herod now aQtin Fis maſter ece 'of Hy} ris” 7-0 . conk; 
dered well, that he Sl imploy. piece o Hyper with r more | 
prudence and leſs negled; uſe all -diligence: in finding out: 
promiſed, King, : .nof doubting: bur the allurements. of; 
EY < phe he had. formerly given them, would FL, ob- 
lg them: to: comply. zi h his deſires; \ fully 7. Pao ſeth, af- 
er. fgyery of this: harmleſs Infang, inſtead of adoration : 
ly.ro.imbrue his han S.in the blood of cr Sayiour- of 
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| Kingence and Myrch ; return homeward. another way, with- - 
985 viſnipg Hero FR) Hak;ph the ſuppoſe tathet of Fs, y 
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and Mary his tetrorhed Wife, fee r6-Fyyþr," tor preſeria- 
tion” of the Co, 000 ONES E'Ernthy: The 

oth had tevelations #rvm Hed- 


yea for this pip6's. 0 
| In great impatience did Heyo4 wait the Wife mens* return 


ro him, buratlength ouc of i Ropes,caltly petcerved hin- 


1elf mocked, and'His projects dilzppointed; rhat thete' was 
nothing more apparent then his 'dertironement,- if this pro- | 
-mifed King ſhonld live, he iſſuerh forth an-EdiR; comman- 


ding to Kill all the Children about B7þh Semand in Gak- 
te that were whder rwo , years ofd,” dctordifig to the time 
he had diligently in uired of the Wiſe-men,, which -com- 
mand was riot barbarola) executed,” ever to'the-cutting 
off of fourtech thoufand Innocents, a Maſſacre not paral- 


Id in any Hiſtoty ; bur what'was i Herod wou'd-not have. 


commirred, rathet than cit his authority, 'eyerin'” His 6d 
age, to atreinpr upcnthe Son ot God, whom he utiderſiood 
came to poſſeſs his catthly Kingdom.” , © 99997 

Heyod after all his horrid . crueltics fecks ro, fir on his 


Throne in peace, where the*dereſtabte Antipater thought 


he had atready ohe foor in, ſecing the two nghteous t:eirs 
of the Crown removed Quite away .through his praQtices, 
which. were ſo recerit'in the minds of all the people, rhac 
they hated him like a Tyger, and the Souldicrs who faw 
him embrewed 1n the bloud of his Brothers, could 'in no 
fort reliſh him ; this An7p iter welenough perceived, aid 
therefore tLought fir to, withdrzy Himfelf, thereby 'ro oe 
cline envy; in his deparrure' he avoided the ſeeking the 


fove of his Father, for fear he ſhould minifter "matter of 


-_ 


ſuſpition, bur he cauſed Letrers,clofely to'be- written tity 
one to his Farfier; by friends whom'he had wrought t 
1 t6 that purpoſe 7 "Which" impoftcd that'ir wab'nece ty 
Ant ipater;thould be.feht to Rome £6 break "the enterpriles 
the Arab;ans. had againit the flare of Jute, © © 
© Herod having reccived theſe Letters,' he. quickly difpat- 
clied his Son Aatipater with a-good” rram; and rich ' pre- 
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ſcnes, !/burtwhar was above all, in'a coſtly and ſumpruots 
firtle Box, he delivered unto him his Will and Teſtamenr, 

whercin he declares him King of Judea after his death, z 
ſhort time after Anipiter was gone from Jeruſalem it fell 
out that the miſchievous Pheroras, who. had acted to his- 
power, in this lamen'able Tragedy, is found dead, poyfon- 

ed as was ſuppoſed by the maid-ſervant, whom he had mar- 

ried, and Herod is prayed ro come to the houſe of his. 
Brother to take examination of the fa&, where unexpeed- 

ly he learned that Anripiter had conſpired the death of. 
Herod , which was to be committed by Pheroras , giving: 
his Brother the King a doſe of poyſon, Antipater had lett- 
with him at his going to Rome, on purpoſe' to difparch- 
Herod that he might ſpeedily return: ro Paleftine with a: 
Crown on his head ; at the fame-rime Bathtlns; ſet at li- 

berry -by Antip wevs procurement, was taken coming from: 
Rome to Indus to adviſe Pheyoras®to' haftenithe baſineſs;' 
and bringing with him a new {poiſon if the firſt was- not of 
force.” In the mean time Ant ter ceafeth-not writing to: 
bis Father, acquainting him-withthe Rareofalbaffairs,and! 
that in'' ſhort time'/ he /'/hoped f6 to» accommodate: theſe” 


_ Jeave bf | delay: 
vance our affairs.” Sfritt5 


s e ©) - 4 F/| \ Wy 2c 0: J.. 
This bait was +too tenipting:; to; defend hinty-from the 


hook : upon this Lerrerihe;would as it-were fly to- Jeruſa- 
lem, he diſpatcheth his affairs, -takes-leave of Auguſtus, and 
haſtily polteth to obey his Fathers commands. In the way 


palling through :/zceahe learned: that: his. mother was in 
ſome disfayour, without hearing-any 'thing of Pheroras, this 
much amazeil:him, ſo that he: purpoſed to retire back, but 
one of his counſellors, perhaps wrought upon by Herod, 
ſhewed him, that.it — was plotted againſt him, he 
ought not to :fear, and if any calumny -were forged, he 
ought rather to.haſten ro ſtrangle it, otherways his. abſence 
would thruſt him-into a further ſuſpition. This counſel pre- 
vailing, herook way to Fudea, and arrived. in the Port of 
Sebaffe he goeth direAly from thence to Jeruſalem, and 
haſtneth'ro the Palace magniticently attired, and iwell atten- 
ded, the guard: ſuffered him to.enter, commanding all'thoſe 
who accompanied him to-withdraw in-the Kings name, he 
was much aſtoniſhed ar this,to ſee himſelf caken like a Bird 
in the ſnare. Notwithſtanding, he entred the Hall, where 


his Father -expeed him,accompanied with Quintilins Var- 
_ ro newly ſent from Rowe as Governour of. Jyrza,: and; ha- 


ving - made; an humble-obeyſance as -it is cuſtomary ap- 
proaching to kiſs his Fathers hands ; at that time began the 
Lyon to roar, for Herod;,retiring; back, cried out, avaunt 
thou murtherer of Brothers and Father, the kiſs of a Father 
was not inſtituted for thee, ' behold .Q#intiz/ins thy Judge, 
adviſe with thy ſelf what thou.art to motrow to. anſwer up- 
on crimes whereof. thou.art accuſed. ._ #. 
Theſe words did Herod.utter with ſuch an angry. coun- 


tenance, - that the' guilty Antipater,was ſtruck therewith as 
with a moſt. violent:thander-bolt, bearing terror in'the image. 
of the crime in his face, he,,departeth-'ro the chamber-ap-. 
pointed for him, where he-ſpent the 'whole.night\in greax; 
afflitions of mind, iconvicting -himfelf.of he great facility. 
there. is in'committing,. oyer,what there \is. in . exculing a; 


CI1ME, KATTY M3 YM 07 VIESSIL.L 


4 md 


«VI TETe C7 


TD? L PP: 0F: af x > 'O ID. 29 
- The next day he is fetir for: by- the'?Gbuncil,: where. he 
fotind che King his Father with Quretylans iHarro 'already 
placed, and many more of the Counſellors; whilſt each 
are repairing to their accuſtomed ſeats in the Councelſome 
one or other who” favonred Antipþatey, whiſpereth- him in 
theear, that lately there were Eetrers \fitercepred written 
by his Mother, which ſignifted thar'atl'was'diſcovered;and 
that he ſhould carefully bewate; and not put himſelf into 
the hands of his Father, if . he- deſired-to'-avoid -cruel ror- 
ments and death. This ftruck him to:the'very heart , be- 
ginning now to caſt off all hopes'of eſcaping in this tryal, 
if he ſtood our to reaſoning,and therefore ruſhing; forwards, 
he throws himſelf upon his face, in the moſt ſubmiſſive man- 
ner to his Father, makes ſhew"to fpeak and beg his par- 
gone”: 5: ee nlek 2000 ns SITES 
But Herod incenſed with fury and rofongee: not - giving 
him leave to ſpeak, ctveth out, impious- villain, / contriver 
of the moſt wicked fratricide, what eanft' thou fay ? hath 
God preſerved thee to' be the- laſt ſcourge of -my old age ? 
thou knoweltT have extraRted-rhee our of the:dregs,to place 
thee oyer thy Brothers ; above'and beyond all :hope I have 
given thee my mcny, 'my fevenues, 'my authority';' my fa- 
your, my fecrets, my hcarr, and Crown into thy hands; 
and thou canſt nor ſtay a little till thy Fathers eyes are 


4 


cloſed up by natural death ro enjoy.it.- Surely-it was thi- 


ther thy ern. when with fuch hear: and'cunning 
thou didſt purſue the*dearh of thy Brothers, for thy advice 
and information inforc'd me to all-I did, ſo-thar I.am atraid 
thou haſt ſtained me with their 'blood, and; now thy crime 
maes their innocency appear. Herod'was tiot able ro ſpeak 
more, ' and it was obſerved that! rears dropt from-his :'eyes, 
for hisctuel heart was troubled when the memory of:Mars- 


anime ahd this unfortunate ' Children came [into his mind, 
"which fo. oppreſt him, 'that he 'was-inforeed to -intreat 
R$ who was his 'Counſellor;; ro'proſecute the 
're . $151; 440] "? 44 131-445: } LRC11 of | 
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Antipater no ſoonet ſaw. his Father retire, but preventing 
Damaſenus applying himſclf xo Quintilizs on + oke molt 
boldly in his own defence, telling,that he was much wrong- 
ed in giving credit to ſlaves and ſilly women to his preju- 
dice, that the Letters he had from Ceſar, could give a 


ſufficient teſtimony of his demeanour, and of the fatis- _ 


faction he had giyen- at. Rome on-the behalf of Herod 
in whoſe affairs he had laboured in all aſſiduity and care ; 
thathe never had fail'd in duty towards his Father.; and 
that it were a paſſage of extream tolly, to.pur himſelf into 
' an uncertain hazard for a Crown, . which already he had as 
it were in his hands, and that without any further, diſ- 
courſe he offer'd himſelf ro be us'd like a Slave, and to-un- 
dergo any torture for proof of his innocence. This he 
ſpoke with ſuch paſſion, that many of thoſe preſent be- 
gan'to be moved. But- Damaſenus' taking him up, con- 
fronting the: witneſſes after ſeveral interrogations,whilſt An- 
tipater 'is invoking . the Heavens. for ſome extraordinary 
delivery.Behold ( faith he ) what a'brutiſh ſtupidity ir is,to 

Ire -againſt your Father, having as yer the Blood of 
-your | Brothers before your eyes,. and all the. aſſurances 
-of the Scepter in your hands? and why would you become 
a Parricide to haſten for your ſelf that Crown which was 


fo: fully faſten'd upon ,you in the. authentick. Teſtament 


of; your Farther. ? Why. did ou thirſt ſo earneſtly. after 
the Blood of- the King, whoſe life is: ſo dear to. all honeſt 
men; and who: to-you hath bcen indulgent aboye his other 
Children, : or- your own merit 2 This your ingraticude is 
able ro make; Heaven bluſh, and. the Earth. tremble under 
your feet;an ingratitude that all cheElements ſhould conſpire 
ro puniſh:ir,{o that, you; need [nor (expe. any extraordi- 
_ -nary fayour. from,Heayento relieve you ;. but:it you: have 
any good, reaſons, boldly make them. known,: for the King 
your.:Fatherjdefireth nothing more than your. juſtification. 
Antipater could give;no other ;anſwer. then what he had 
ſaid. tormerly, he ttoad confounded. like a loſt man.” Varro 
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having now drawn the Trial to a pos cauſeth to admi- 
niſter ſome 'of- the poiſon ro. an Offendor already con- 
demned, who'inſtantly. died. And all-rhe Aſſembly aroſe, 
with manifeſt declarations of Aniipaters guilt. There was 
at that time only one Antiphalus whom Antipater blamed, 
ſaying, that he had brought the poiſon, and had been the 
ſole wicked perſon who, occaſion'd all his unkappines, 
It was admired of many,: that Herod did not order the 
ſentence of death to be pur inſtantly in execution ; but he 
reſolved to inform Czſay of all that had paſled, and in the 
mean time Antipater is ſtraitly impriſoned, expeCting hour- 
ly as a miſerable Vitim the ſtroak of death. Pf 
Herod was now. about ſeventy years of age, . and had al- 
ready felt through imbecility of . body, the approach of 
his laſt hour, which was hard for him to digeſt, he aboye 
all men beſt loving this preſent life, who though he had 
been therein the»moſt ynhappy, yet would. freely have for- 
ſaken his part of the next world, to. enjoy this. Towards 
the end  , his days. he grew ſo harſh and unpleaſanr, ſo 
cholcrick and furioys, . that his menial Servants had much 
ado to attend him.  'They handled him in his own Palace 
as an old Lyon, .chain'd with the -fetters of an incurable 
malady, he perſwaded himſelf that he was hated of all the 
world, upon the reaſon he. had given x00. great occaſion 
thereof, and the people began to' forget their duty, with 
an, impatience that could no.,longer indure him, fo that 
when his ſickneſs and diſtemper began to hp noifed abroad, 
the Principal Doors of the. Jewiſh Nation.who had all the 
youth of Judea at command,, having; of a long time, been 
grieved at the cruelty of Herod, in that;he for the accom- 
modation, of his own eſtate, and to idolize the fortunes of 
Ceſar ; had at rhe reparation of the Temple of Jeruſalem 
ſer upon the principal Gate, the Roman Faglesall gliſtering 
in gold : ſince, by their Law they were forbidden the Ima- 
ges cither of men or beaſts, or any . other, figures in their 
Temples, they, moſt devoutly abherred them : and eng 
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that the ſickneſs of Herodaffbrded them the eonvenieney of 
reyenge,. Judas. and” Mathias who were the chief, exhore 
the moſt, yaliant of the'young men: to -take the | rouge 
their God in hand, according to the ſpitit of their Ance- 
tors, ro beat down thoſe moſt horrid abominations which 
were fixed upon the moſt holy Temple; that Herod had 
\ enough'to doto wreſtle with his own pain, and that ro dye 
in.ſuch a glorious at, was to' be buried in the midſt'of 
glory and triumph. There needed not great incourage- 
ments to the zealous youths for this enterprize, for in leſs 
then half a day there, gathered together a great troop of 
moſt valiant young men, armed with axes and hire 
who climbed to the top of the Temple, and hewed to pieces 
the Roman Eagles in fight of all the beholders. Judas and 
Mathias being preſent ſerving for trumpets in this exploit. 
The noiſe of this .in ſhort time reacheth the Palace,and the 
Captain of rhe Guard' came thither with'tHe moſt reſolute 
of his Souldiers, he fedteg ſome further Plor, and thar this 
<fcing_ the Eagles might prove ——_— of a greater ſe- 
ition, bur at firſt ”as he began to charge;the people retired, 
and in purſuit took 'forry of 'the young. men. Sudas and 
Mathzjas dgemin "It afi unworthy” and ynbeeoming rhing ro 
fly, . were cartied al8ng with, theim;, and preſerited to Heros, 
ho dei anded from v hence't isÞoldneſs*proceeded; they 
yery freely anſwered, that the defign was fully agreed upon 
amongſt chemſelyes, and if it were; ro doagain, they wouſd 
be in readineſs & pur irifi execution; in "regard" they were 
more bound to the, obſervance of Moſes Law,then any com- 
mand cor ing trom' Herod. © This their telblute anſwer ama- 
zcd the King, ind bred in'him fears of -greater 'eommori: 
ons, which cauſed them. to' be carried'ſecrerly to Ferrcho, 
whether himſcl, thought infirm,” was earricd in a yery ſhorr 
rims, and aſmbing ome ew Fhoke ro thai in ety 
fair manner, narrating to them' the' good' offices* he-had 
done to the whole;Nation, that he had repaired the Tem- 
ple, and inriched' it. with many comely ornaments: of grear 


TY 09, YH DR neo a — CLE 


ne Lifeof HEROD. 33 
coſt, and that he had done in few years more then the 4 
1odian Kings could perform in many, and inſtead of gra- 
titude and recompence of his piety:at noon-day, they had 
hewn down with inconſiderate boldneſs, a moſt beſeemin 

gift he had raiſed on the Temple, for which he ed 
a reaſon. The Jews catching him in this pleaſant humor, 
wanting his accuſtomed _ and-4earing any further to 
incenſe him, declined the danger, and pur him upon their 
companions, leaving them to the mercy of the King,who ar 
that time took the Prieſthood from Mathias, and cauſed 
him with another who was accounted a prear author of the 


ſedition, and their companions to be burned alive that very 


night. At which time an Eclipſe of the Moon was ſeen, 
which rendered this ſpeQtacle much more dreadful. And 
notwithſtanding the maladies of his body increaſed, which 
did waſt-it every day with longing torments, when art this 
time he thould have minded eternity, it is now his great - | 
ſtudy how to commit moe cruelties and horrid ſlaughters', | 
which he executed almoſt to the rooting out of the Jewiſh 
Nation. This very time of his ſickneſs, this moſt deſpe- 
rate wretch publiſhed an Edict, calling -rogether the princi- 
pal of the Jews to meet him: at Jericho our of every Pro+ | 
vince, whom he inſtantly ſhut up in cloſe priſon withour+ 
giving any reaſon why, and thereafter ſending SaJome his 
Siſter and her A/exandras whom he knew: both to be as. | 
cruel as-himfelf, ro them ke commitred the execution of his: | 


moſt bloody Will. | | | 


Telling them, thar it troubled him not-to- dye. and ren-- 
der the tribure which all Kings muſt pay, but ir: afflicted: 
him that his death would nor be lamented if they afliſted:: 
not, he wiſhed them therefore t6 rake notice that he gathe-- 
red under ſure cuſtody all the nobiliry'of Judea,” whom-he 
now pur over.in their-hands; ro the-ehd thar 'ſo ſoon: as his 
eyes were cloſed, they ſhould Inftanthorbe-: aHi pritiifo the 
fword. - That they ſhould not diyalpe hisdearh till the for- 
tune of theſe people were known to-their: friends; ' _ 
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3 'be Life of HER OD. 
he thought to fill all Paleſtine with tears, and his ſoul 
would. leave his body. with more contentment, beſeechin 
his Siſter by all ſhe etteemed moſt glorious and moſt ſacred 
in the world, that ſhe would omit nothing of this his re-. 
queſt, and reſted not content until ſhe :confirmed her pro-: 
miſe with a ſolemn oath, and ſo returned unto. Jeruſalem, 
where he received Letters from Kome written by the com- 
mand of Ceſar, which certified him that one Acme a Jews 
Lady of L:via's train, had been condemned for holding 
ſiniſter intelligence with Aztipater , and for that caule 
was puniſhed with death, bur for his Son he wholly left him 
to his own diſpoſal, this news refreſhed Herod exceeding- 
ly, and he ſucked-this ground of vengeance upon his Son: 
with ſuch a maryellous ſweetneſs, that even in that joy hz 
took ſome fits which gave occaſion to all the beho!ders to 
expect nothing elſe bur preſent death, and one of them gi- 
Ving a terrible out-cry, put all the Palace in an uproar. An- 
zzpateyr in the Priſon cometh to hear this tumult, ſuppoſing 
Herod to be at his laſt breathing, his fect itched in his fer- 
ters, raiſing himſelf in hopes {till ro enjoy the Crown, if 
death ſhould take away the King betore the ſentence a- 
ainſt him were execured, withour either fear or diſpair of 
; 9 ww intreateth his keeper for his liberty, not failing to 
promiſe him vaſt ſums of money, and the higheſt of Court- 
preferments : But the Jaylor- who better underſtood how 
matters went at the Palace, and fearing that the ravenous 
claws of Herod might be ſtrong enough ro tear him in pie- 
ces, without having regard of the promiſed rewards, went 
ditely to the King, and there relateth to him the ways 
and means Antzpater bad uſed to get out of Priſon,and take 
ſeſſion of the Kingdom : which Herod no ſooner heard, 
of with as high a voice as his ſickneſs could permit him;he 
_cricd out, Heavens ! will the parricide murder me in my 
bed? there is life enough left me yer to take away his, and 
calling to him rwo of his Guards, he gave them ' immedi- 
ately orders to go to the priſon and kill his Son, ordering 


by 


him to be. buried 'in an old! Caſtle without: any funeral ſo- 
lemniry, which was accordingly done, and. in few days 
- thereafter Herod declareth Archelzus his ſucceſſor ro the 
Kingdom. There was not ay D__ remedy left unſaid 
for preſervation of life in thiseurſed wreteh, - but -all ro-no 
purpoſe, ; for albeit age, the. accompliſher. of all natural 
infirmities, had reduced him to great decay. of body, yer 
were his ſpirits freſh and lively, ſo that he might. have lived 
ſome years longer, bur the Heavens, who could nor with- 
out indignation behold this miſcreant Tyger depart this 
life, without pouring upon him moſt —— tokens of 
divine diſplcature at his deteſtable cruelty and blood-ſhed, 
aſſault him with a furious troop of incurable pains, ſome- 
times he is tormented with a burning heat in his bowels, 
other rimes afflicted with a dog-like hunger, continually. 
crying for meat, cating and yer. never ſatiar,. ſometimes his - 
feer ſwelled with painful and phlegmatick humors, other- 
times outragious and intolerable cholicks racked himzſome-- 
time an Aſthma hindered his breathing, othertimes cramps. 
and convulfions affe his whole joints, and. oftentimes all 
theſe a& their parts forcibly ar once : till, at length this 
wretched Caitit, he who ſhed the blood of the admirable 
Mariamne of comely. Ariſtobulus, of Jaſeph and of Alexan- 
der and Ariſiobulus -- briefly, he wha imbrued.his hands in - 
the blood of all the Nobility of 74dea, and wallowed irthe 
maſſacre of fourteen. thouſand innocent Children,in purpoſe 
ro catch in this cruelty the. Saviourof Man-kind;is further 
aſſaulted with a vehement flux, .and all the parts of -his'ba-- 
dy filled over with. lice and vermine,yieldeth ayer his wick-- 
ed ſoul in rage and deſpair, the ſeventieth.year of his age,. 
and thirty ſeventh of Ins reign. . He - was: a,Prince : who all 
his life made himſclt.maſter of bjs Laws, and{ſlave of .his. 
Faſſion ; and notwithſtanding of all his, honour and «ſucces, . 
may be reputed amongſt the moſt miſerable, having; paſſed: 
his days tor the moſt part in cankering apprebenſions,thor- 
ny affairs, fearful diſtruſts, dreadful fears, barbarous cruel- 
| rics,, 


ries, inhiimanie blood-ſheds,' arid' ſuch like forernnners of 
Hell, ſeaying after him a hateful riame, and a ſhort and un- 
fortunate Poſterity. | 
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